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Relating to the ConTRACTING 


RaMsGaTE HARBOUR. 


HE firſt Reſolution relative to building an Harbour at Ramſgate, 
| was on the 12th of January, 1749, viz. That the Harbour ſhould 
be attempted according to a Plan then produced and marked A, ſub- 


ject to ſuch future A as by the carrying on the Tun 
| ſhould appear . | 


-- 


The Weſt Curve, and the Point of Entrance were at firſt objected to in 
this Plan, which occaſioned the qualifving Words to be added ; and that from 
this Time to the Time the Contraction was agreed on, the Curves had 
never been under Conſideration ; and that the Truſtees had only given Orders 


to proceed upon the freight Lines from the Shore, and carry them parallel 
to each . « 2 


1 <4 


þ 1 | 4 


© 


8 Surveyor. But Wu Foun woes ah * 


( 


In "HSA 1753. Mr. Octenden, mad any other Truſtees were fired to 1 
to Ranggate, to conſult with a OATS 20 & 2 ** to A 


Was 
N 


W of this oy Tags la 
erit 1783. een 


obs ths: 


ſented to the Truſt ia a 


In September, 175 3. an 1 ee was made 1 5 3 1 Truſtees, and 
upon their Report, the Truſtees agreed to the Warks carried on to that Time, 


In the Reports on theſe Surveys, there is not the: leaft Intimation given, 
declared, that he believed Mr. 3 never thought oi the Contraftion, when 


| the laſt Garvey was made. 


On the 7th of . following, Mr, Octendes preſented a Plan for 
CG the Harbour to a Board of Truſtees ; and it was agreed to on 
that Day ſevegnight 2. the Opinion of the beſt Navigators in the Truſt, 

without Examination ilots or Seamen, not recommended by Repost upon 


any former Survey ; but appears to be merely a ſudden Project ef Mr. Ockenden's, 


laid before the Truſtees in haſte, and 99 to by them Wn. Examing- 


, teen. | | 4 


| Of the a8 Tülle, who. voted for this Projedh, there yas only EH IM 


nad any Knowledge in Navigation ; ſo that the remaining 26, excluſive of Mr. 
' Ockend:n, could not be (and ſome of thoſe very Truſtees n. ONE * 
were _ competent Judges of * Matter. 


Ten Wen e 0 


this ContraQtion: 


| . A n Bus by Highs 


great Opinion of Mr. Octenden's Abilities there is the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to believe, 
bor ſome” of the Truſtees who voted” for. the Contraction have "I. . That 


2 — * Mi 1 f 
© $2: frog 
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fa” creat Opinion they had of Me, Octenden's Abilities, they had endeavour” 
ed to ſupport his Plan, And that as nnen of Er therefore the. 
Tad cams ines kls ilidins, * | 


Tue Petitioners latent to be nee n have net the e 
caſt any Aſperſion upon Mr. Om. They know him to be a Man of Honour and 
Ability; they know that his Character and Underſtanding will deſervedly give him 
an Influence wherever tre peur; and they are fatisfied that what he has done has 

from a difintercſted publick Spirit, = But they think, it nom appears 
that he has been (and which the — and the greateſt Genius's are very 
liable to be in Matters where they are not 2 Maſters of all Circumſtances 


| nedeſſary e conſitate © ceruln Judgment) miſtaken, 


Th Conſequence of this Refotutiott, Works were carried on the un dummer, 
und not only during this Winter, but even with great Vigour while this Matter 
c | 


Rejnviſttatices were Hide in the Taft Summer from the Ports of London, Ran 
gate, Iym, Newtaffle, Hull, Yarmouth, Tpfwich, Poole and * * this 
— Flan; but not taken ah Notice of by the rates.. 


After this Plan was agreed ts, 138 baut Stone Foundation in hs Weſt 1 
whith had been conſtructed at a great Expence, was taken up (notwithſtanding 
the ' Triiftees had in the Report of the Survey in September, 1753, agreed 
to the Wordt carried on to that Time) and the ack Wall varied from the Con- 
traced Plan, without any Order of the Truſtees. — It is true, a Committee of 
ine Truſtees, who fufvigel the Works, reported that this Foundation was taken up. 
If the contracted Plan is proceeded upon in the manner deſcribed in the Plans 
diſtributed by the Surveyor, the whole of the Weſt Pier and the croſs Wall mult 
be taken away. From this Uneertainey of Opinion, this capticious Temper of the 
Truſtees, what have the Publick to expect, or what Security can they Have, that 
Aich has been dene, and #5 rw doing, may not be altered, iet or deſtroyed, 
und the Money collected upon ms Trade of this Kingdom, e n in uſtleſs 


Sperm ? 


In Seftember, 1754, a Sm was made by. ſeveral. ede eight of whom were 
"vr had bernSexfaring Men; and as the reſt were * with Navigation, i it is 
: B 2 | preſumed 


F T 8 J. ” 
preſumed their Judgment ought to have been founded upon the Information they re- 
ceived from thoſe who were. Four of the Eight were of Opinion for, and the other 
four againſt the, Contraction ; yet notwithſtanding this Difference in Opinion, no 
Examination whatever was taken of Pilots or other Perſons acquainted with the 
Setting of the Tides, or the Navigation in the Downs, — Perhaps this may be eaſily 


accounted for, as it was impoſſible to find one Pilot or INE of Nee 
whoſe D would have countenanced Ine favourite. Nan. 


A Motion was alſo made at hs Board of Truſtees, 4 by 23, for 2 Sir 
vey by proper and impartial Perſons to be recommended by the Lords of the Ad-- HR 
miralty, or the Board of Ordnance. But this was nn in the Negative. $4 


After all theſe ons * this Motion had hens made aids Effect; | 
and when all Enquiry and Information was denied with reſpe& to the Propriety of 
a Meaſure which was declared to be ruinous and deſtructive by thoſe who were moſt 

capable of forming the beſt Judgment, when it was found, that this precipitate 
Reſolution, contrary to Reaſon and Experience, was, like a the Laws of. the Medes 
and Perſians, not to be controverted, but ſacredly and inviolably obſerved. When 
Gentlemen who were as much ar in having a proper Harbour as any other 
of the Truſtees, and who with their Intereſt had each of them Knowledge equal, 
perhaps ſuperior, to the whole Body of contracting Truſtees, were affronted within 
and calumniated without Doors for attempting only to obtain a Reconſideration of 
this irrevocable Law. When honeſt Perſeverance in Opinion againſt this Meaſure 
was called Obſtinacy ; and Seamen, and dull ignorant Fellows, were conſidered 
as almoſt ſynonimous Terms. — When a Motion was made to ignominiouſly com- 
mit to the Flames a Proteſt made by ſeveral Truſtees in Writing.—lt i is ſubmitted | 
whether an Application to Parliament was impertinent, or whether it did not 


then become a Duty to endeavour to obtain the Interpoſition of * Legiſlature in a 
Matter where the Public were ſo greatly intereſted ?- 


The Petitioners againſt the Contraction have then, that the Meaſure, and not 
the Authors of it, was their Object; private Pique or perſonal Abuſe have not ap- 
| peared to be any Part of the ee of their Application (notwithſtanding what 
has been unjuſtly and without any Foundation inſinuated to the contrary) They 
wanted not to > magnify into wilful Miſmanagement what they were willing. to be- 


_ 


* dee P. 10. of ws Pamphler pub on Behalf of the ContraQion. 


\ 


* * 
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lieve, and to kids the Honourable Houſe conſider, as an Error in Judgment. They 


wanted not to help the Cauſe. of the Publick at the OY OP of ans * 25 
W not to inflame, but only to remedy. A 


A 


It is wiſhed the contrafting Truſtees had followed the Example ſet them by as 
other Side. But they have not been able to avoid mixing unjuſt Reflections upon 
private Characters with the Merits of their Cauſe, conſcious perhaps of the Weak- 


neſs of it, and in hopes that Digreſſions of this ſort would divert the Attention | 
from the. real Matter. | 


Several of che moſt able and experinced Pilots and Navigators in this Kingdom, 
perhaps in the World, have appeared againſt this Scheme; and are of a Opinion, 
That Ships on entering this Harbour will be in Danger of being, and muſt in 
many Caſes undoubtedly be, wrecked againſt the Wall of the Contracted Curve. 
— That this Contraction would deftroy the Utility of the Harbour, —That a larger 
Curve might be made at leſs Expence from the preſent Weſt Pier, and brought io 
the ſame Point of Entrance, and conſequently the ſame Depth of Water gained 
as was propoſed by the Contracted Curve, — That this large Curve would make 
a much more convenient, ſafe and commodious Harbour; and that ſmall Craft | 
may lie within the large Curve for the Aſſiſtance of Ships in Diftreſs in the 
Downs, — And that they could not lie there, if the Contraction was made; and 
the Reaſons aſſigned were, it is apprehended, ien 


Several Perſons have appeared in Favour of the Contraction, many of whom 
are ſuperannuated Seamen, or young Navigators: — The firſt have left off their 
Buſineſs ſo long, that it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe they muſt have forgot a great 
Part of their Experience, — The latter have Experience to acquire. — It is 
proper to add, that others who have attempted to juſtify the Propriety of the 
Contraction, confeſſed they had not any Knowledge in Maritime Affairs, and that 
Pilots and Seamen were the beſt * in a Matter of this Kind. 


That theſe perſons were not able to FOIL a true Judgment, and that ſome of 


them were miſtaken fully, and clearly, appears from their Contradictions to each 
other, and their new and extraordinary Reaſons for their Opinions, viz. | 


That 


better, 


[1] 
That nelcher Plan wil mak x pod Harb and he 60 Bak Die 1 


be made the Weſt Pier. : 


That the larger Oude would in — de A —— 669 Heer, 


That the Cos Pier will be of general Benefit, and vine of the beſt des 
in Europe of a Tide Pier, 


[That both Curves would be equally good. 5 i Fl e Wie hep 
That the inuking the large, would take the Harbour works than the Con- . 


"trafted Curve. 


That the larger Curve is the moſt convenient if many Cale. 


That if there was no Curve at al ns the * Per it would be as well or 


That the Harbour esl be better if As big again. 


That the only Tmevewenitnee of Building the larger Cures ie, it vein more 
Lapince to keep it in Repair. 


"That if the Harbour we to be cleaned, the dualer, the ſooner the pi 
would be takeeti out, [3 


That the Hardduty us inivted ene ene 


s many Veſſels as a Harbour with the e Curve. 


| That the eee Hour will no hd teu de e aro wt 
the llarger Ourve. 


” 


It is very Ae that not one Pilot has appeared in Favour of this Con- 
Wition.—It has indeed been owned, that Endeavours have been uſed to find 


"out Pilots who approved of it; and that theſe Endeayours were unſucceſsful. 


The 


! 
| 
| 
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The Reaſon aligned why Pilgts could not be * was, becaufe they were 
in Awe of the Trinity- Hoyſe. This was ſurely an, unlucky Reaſon, becauſe it 
ſhews that the Trinity- Houſe diſapproye this Plan; and it is welt known that 
-many Pilots, particularly the Dover and Deal Pilots, have not any Connection 
with that Corporations nor . ought it to be ſuppos'd that if it was in the Power, 
it would be in the Will of a of Men, who have hitherto difcharg*d the 
great Truſts repoſed in them without Imputation, to prejudice any Man for 
Eiving bis Opinion. It has been ſaid, that one Pilot declar d, he durſt not ap- 
pear publickly in Support of this Plan, for fear of hug his Bread; but does 
this ſhew he was under undue Inſtuence? No; he muſt be ſenſible, that this 
Scheme was univerſally condemn'd by all Pilots and Perſons of the beſt Skill 

in Navigation, and therefore muſt appreend, that if he had ſupported it, he 
muſt have been looked upon ' as the great of that great Number of Blockheads, 
alluded to by One of the Contracting Truftees, - that he muſt be conſidered as 
totally ignorant in his Bufinefs, that no Perſon would truft their Property under 
| bis Cue, and conſequently that he muſt have loft his Bread. 


* But hs all this Pains to get Pilots? The Truſtees * the Contraction cer- 
tainly thought them the beſt 8 ſome of thoſe Truſtees have owned 
they are. —In all Cafes of this Kind, and particularly in the recent one of 
Sandwich Haven, Pilots were deemed- by the Houſe to be the beſt Evidence, 
as they were almoſt the only Witneſſes examined, as to the Form of the Har- 
dour, the Opening, and the Utility of it in general. | | 


* the Reaſons given for making this Contracted Plan are, vin | in.. 


To gain a gester Depth of Water at the Envange, and, by bringing the 
Weſt Pier Head more to the Eaſtward, to ſave 25,000k | in ai Eaſt Pier. 


m= 8 that 1 no Efimate of the Difference of — was ever pro- 
duced to the Fruſt ; and indeed it appears plainly, that no Eftimate was ever 
attempted to be mad till very lately; and whether thoſe. Eſtimates rer 

partial and latisfactory is humbly ſubmitted, | | 5175 


hn be 4s e . have given 4 
bal Aalver to ANI F * nn that * W might 


3 Be" Fav iy 10 15 Cl us ö on PD {7 


[I 12 "Y | 

have been 8 to the ſame Point of Entrance, and thereby hs fame Depth 
of Water obtained, and the 25, oco J. in the Eaſt Pier ſaved ; and that if the 
large Curve had been proceeded upon inſtead of the Contradtion, it would have 
been the leaſt expenſive and moſt expeditious, 


p 


73 Wich regard to the Objection, as to the ſhoaling Ground i in the larger Curve, 
it ſcarcely deſerves an Anſwer. It's own'd by the other Side, that there 
will be a ſufficient Depth of Water there at that Time of Tide when Ships can 


enter the Harbour; and as to its being dry at Low Water, it is well known, 
that moſt Part of the Ships in the other Side-of the Harbour muſt then lie a- 


ground ; and that the Soil in the Weſt Curve is a ſoft Chalk upon which Ships 
may run without Damage.—Upon the whole, it is apprehended to be as a 


ſtrong Reaſon for making the larger Curve ; and ſuch a Circuniſtance, if not 
given by Nature, ought to have been formed by Art, as it may prevent Ships 
upon n Occaſions, from n againſt the Wall. 


Tho the Expence of making the larger « or - the Contracted Curve, is not an 
Object of Importance when the Utility of the Harbour (as is admitted by both 
Sides) is the Queſtion, yet as it has been often urged in Favour of the Contrac- 
tion, it may be proper to take ſome Notice of it.— And the following Compu- 


tation, as to the Original Difference in Expences, is ſtated upon their own partial 
and imperfect Eſtimates. ( 1 


The Work already done — 3 | 3 . 
Compleating that Work mm — — 6, 261 
nn. and compleating that Work to the Weſt Pier Head ' 1 04820 


N 1 
It has been declared by the Surveyor, that this Work ; is intended to - 


be continued to the Cliff; he has mark'd it in the Plans he has diftributed, 


as intended to be brought there; Part of the Pier is already brought 


from the Croſs Wall nearer the Cliff (which will be uſeleſs if not con- 
tinued.) The Croſs Wall is called a Temporary Wall; and as Ships 


miſſing. the Entrance of the Harbour, and running on the Weſt Side, 
muſt be wrecked on this Croſs Wall, it will be found to be neceſſary, if 
the Contracted Curve is made to continue the Wall to the Cliff, and to 


take away the Croſs Wall, and this is intimated by the Surveyor a 
about 800 Feet, and that. it wile coſt about | C | 20,000 


* 


4 56,48 f 
He 


1 ] 


He bus, that the making the larger Curve to the ſame Point of En- 
trance will coſt 48,435 J. 


Zo that the ſaving of Txpence upon this part Computation, will be 5046 
in Favour of the larger Curve, 


But if it was . it can de proved, that cheſe Computations in F avour 
of the Contraction are near 10, ooo /, too little; and upon the larger Curve above 


10, oo0l. too much, which makes an additional Difference of above 20, oo 


more. 


I to this is added the Expence of hs up the 138 Feet of Stone Foundation, 
and other Works done in Conſequence of this Contraction, it will Rill further 
* the Extravagance of this very ruinous and deſtructive Meaſure. 


As to hs Expence of making the lter Curve at this Time, it ſtands thus upon. 
the ſaid ns n | 
£ adi 


The FRO the Work already dons — 6261 
Contracted Curve, The finiſhing and compleating that Work to 


| the Pier Head — — 20,220 0 0 
ry Wall to the Cliff 20,000 O © 
46,481 0 e 


racted Curve, could not be done for I0,000 /. But a Gentle- 
man of undoubted Credit is willing (and will give Security for the 
Performance) to do it for — — 1,500 Q 0 


2 It has been ſaid, that the taking up the Work now in the Con- 
0 'E: he making the larger Curve | 48,43 3 0 0 
< 


Large © Curve, 


ts. Ma 


L- 


We e TY 49935 9 9: 


| | Bur the Stone Wark taken ip in ths C d Care men be 
| Wks in the large CR n be a Saving of at leaſt 


—— — 1000 © © 


— + ce — — — 


ws N Rs | 48,935 0 0 


[14] 


25 mat the, Difference upon theſe ar now is only 24544 


But as theſe cn are 8 20,000 L different from the real Fact, che 
Alteration in Favour of the larger Curve at this Time would be a Saving of | 
near 1 mo-_ . 


After the Reaſons firſt ones for ning the Contraction were thomas to be 
of no Force; an Objection to the larger Curve became neceſſary to be thought 
of, and then a large Quantity of Sullage was brought from Sandwich- Haven, 
which was to have a particular Averſion to a ſmall Curve, and a. great Affection 
for a large one. But when it was proved that this Sullage of its own Accord 
could not come from thence, or if it did, as it was good Manure, the Farmers 
would take it all away, and conſequently this Objection was ſhewn by the firſt 
Part of this Anſwer not to be brought Home. And by the latter that it would be 
conflantly removed. — Another: Reaſon was then aſſigned for the Contraction, which 
was, that the Timber Work in the Weſt Pier would not be durable, and that it 
was already Worm- eaten.— It has been alledged by the Surveyor, that this Tim- | 
ber Work would not endure above 12 or 14, Years, and that then a Stone Wall 
from the Contracted Curve to the Cliff might be made. This is very extraordi- 

nary, as the Intention and. Neceſſity of this Wall is thereby again avowed. 
Here this Perſon has reverted to his firſt Opinion; but indeed it may not be out 
of Character for a Surveyor and Engineer to reaſon. in a Circle, —But it is well 
known, that the Timber Work in this Pier is compoſed of much more ſab- 
ſtantial and durable Materials, than the Timber Work in the old Pier at this 
Place. And that the Timber Work in the old Pier has laſted for - Ages. — But 
ſuppoſing the Timber Work was now totally decayed, a Stone Wall might be 
built inſtead of it to meet the larger Curve, which as it would ſtand i in general 
in ſhoaler Water, would not be only leſs expenſive upon that Account ; but as. 
tne Shore projects above 100 Feet further towards the Place where the Timber 


Work ſtands than where the Stone Wall to meet the Contracted Curve muſt 
be brought from, ſo much Work would be alfo ſaved, 


The contracting Truſtees have pretended, that the Opening propoſed in the 
Contracted Curve is indiſputably the proper Opening; by this Opening the Eaſt 
Pier, which is what the Seamen Term the Ebb Head, is propoſed to be placed 
further in the Sea than the Weſt or Flood Head. — It is agreed that this Harbour, 
will be a Tide Harbour. 5 And it [I allowed, that i in the Tidg Harbours at. 


Dover, 


ü AO 


Fern Calais, Biligns a FO de Grate, the Flood Heads WS fi Rt thak | 

e Ebb Heads. Many very able Navigators are of Opinion, that if this Har- 
el was. conſtructed ſo, the Opening would be. as convenient; and it is ad- 
mitted, that this Alteration would in a great Meaſure prevent the Indraught.--.of 


"Sultans, which the * Truſtees without * * ſeem to be ſo ap- 
Frebenſive of. DN t 


2 5 
5 a 


©. 
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"fr is ſubmitted, whether upon ſuch full and conſiſtent Reaſons on one ie Sidey 


: againſt ſuch vague and contradictory Aſſertions on the other 3, this contracted 
| Scheme is not fully proved to be a Perverſion of the Rene of the Act of 


Parliament. But it is preſumed, if only a Doubt ſhould be raiſed, the Houſe 


will take proper Meaſures to Have that Doubt ſatisfied. 


'To conclude, the Petitioners. againſt the Contraftion had not any e 
Pique to gratify, any particular Intereſt to ſerve, or any Intention to Prejudice 


the Characters of any Perſon whatever, notwithſtanding what has been privately 


intimated Upon their own Experience and Knowledge in Navigation, they 


judged this Matter to be of a National Concern; and by bringing it before Parli- 


ament they have ſatisfied their own Conſciences, and Funn as they e 


hend, their Duty to the Public. 


Shan it is zun — that And ſrilful Perſons may be- appel, ned be Re 


Ar of Parliament to make a Survey of the Harbour, and to give a Plan 
for the future conducting the Works that are to be executed by the preſent: 
| Truſtees, whereby a good and convenient Harbour may be made, and the 
Money, m_ "_ the Publick properly applied. © 
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een, tos Tnflruations intended (by the Friends to the CintraBim) to few that 5 - 
abe firft Oppoſition was only by three or four Maſters of Ships, and that the Pet: 
Frais againſt the Contraction have not attended the Buſmeſ5 of the Trufty 
m8 pa are intirely unacquainted with which is the moſt uſeful Plan, the following are. 
"of ile Number of Attondances of the Truſtees who have figned the two Petitions fo, 
and againſt the ee. | 


F * | 3 Wedneſday the 1 2th of Februar y, | Saturday the 15th of Februaty, 
= - 2 e | 1755. | g 
The one ſubſcribed by hae for The other "i 1 againſt the, 
; the Contraction. | Contraction. . 
4 Of the "NW 32 „„ Of "A above 42 Truſtees, 
. 2 attended above 100 Times I 4 attended above 100 Times : 
3 6 from 50 to 100 Times | 6 from 50 to 100 Times 
2 7 from 20 to 50 Times | 2 from 20 to 50 Times 
5 5 from 10 to 20 Times %o from 10 to 20 Times : 
2 20 Truſtees who attended 1007 Times, 22 Truſtees, who attended 12 39 Times, 
is on a Medium 50 Attendances is on a Medium 56 Attendances 
12 from 10 Times and under 20 attended 10 Times and under. 


